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Summer 2020

Graduates

one

The Alma Mater

  Chorus

The Alma Mater for The University of Akron was written by the Rev. Augustus B. Church, who was the last 
Universalist clergy to serve as president of Buchtel College (1901–1912). He was also the first  person to assume 
the board responsibilities of chief executive officer. In fact, Church served both as  president and as a trustee 
of the institution — as well as pastor of the First Universalist Church of Akron. Dr. Church understood the 
importance of higher education as a means to improve society, and he worked diligently on projects to successfully 
link the educational efforts of Buchtel College with the needs of a growing city. During his presidency, 
Buchtel College offered the world’s first courses in rubber chemistry (1909).
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Angela M. Adkins
Sociology 
MA, BA, University of Akron
Dissertation: “What They  
Take Out of the Classroom: 
Values, Compassion, and  
Lessons That Last”
Adviser: Dr. Rebecca Erickson

Norh N. Albloushi
Sociology 
MS, Ball State University;  
BS King Saud University
Dissertation: “Culture and  
Non-Cultural Forces: Islamic 
principles, Patriarchy, Gender 
Equality, and Womenís 
Employment in Saudi Arabia”
Adviser: Dr. Baffour Takyi

Celina R. Cahalane
Chemistry 
BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Novel Approaches 
Towards Understanding and 
Combating Inflammation 
and Infection”
Adviser: Dr. Leah Shriver

Shaun M. Christie
Chemistry 
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Elucidation of 
Membrane Protein Interactions 
Under Native and Ligand 
Stimulated Conditions Using 
Fluorescence Correlation 
Spectroscopy”
Adviser: Dr. Adam Smith

Ariana K. Frkonja-Kuczin
Chemistry 
BS, University of Mount Union
Dissertation: “Electrokinetic 
Manipulation and Electrochemical 
Detection of Bacteria and 
Development of Hot-Square-wave 
Voltammetry”
Adviser: Dr. Aliaksei Boika

Zachary T. Gerdes
Counseling Psychology 
BA, Seattle University
Dissertation: “A Mixed 
Qualitative Investigation of 
the Gender Conceptions of 
White, Heterosexual, Cisgender, 
Catholic Men”
Advisers: Dr. Margo Gregor,  
Dr. Ronald Levant

Stephen P. Howe
Integrated Bioscience 
BS, Westmount College
Dissertation: “Exploring the 
Kinematics and Performance of 
Routine Maneuvers Using Live 
Fish and Robotic Models”
Adviser: Dr. Henry Astley

Stefan E. Jadaszewski
Counseling Psychology 
BA, University of New Hampshire
Dissertation: “Supervisee 
Perceptions of Cultural Rupture & 
Cultural Humility: Impact on the 
Supervisory Relationship”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette Speight

Ariana Isabel Kenez 
Salavessa Rupp
Integrated Bioscience 
MS, BSc, Technical University 
of Lisboa
Dissertation: “Leaf-inspired 
Design for Heat and 
Vapor Exchange”
Adviser: Dr. Petra Gruber

Banafsheh Khakipoor
Integrated Bioscience 
MS, Aalto University;  
BS, University of Wollonggong, UAE
Dissertation: “Applied Science  
for Water Quality Monitoring”
Adviser: Dr. Hunter King

Shu Ling
Counseling Psychology 
MA, Eastern Michigan University;  
BA, Anqing Teachers College
Dissertation: “Relationships 
Among Social Functioning, 
Alexithymia, and Asian Values”
Adviser: Dr. Ingrid Weigold

Anne Maltempi
History 
MA, BA, Kent State University
Dissertation: “We are the 
Kingdom of Sicily: Humanism 
and Identity Formation in the 
Sicilian Renaissance”
Adviser: Dr. Michael Levin

Caitlin A. Martin-Wagar
Counseling Psychology 
MA, BA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “The Impact of 
Feminist Identity and Weight 
Bias on Body Image Disturbance 
and Eating Disorder Pathology in 
Treatment-Seeking Women”
Adviser: Dr. Ingrid Weigold

Steven A. Palmieri
Counseling Psychology 
MA, University of Akron;  
BS, John Carroll University
Dissertation: “Sexual 
Empowerment for Sexual 
Minority Men: A Critical 
Qualitative Exploration”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette Speight

Lucille Alexandria Ray
Chemistry 
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Live Single Cell 
Fluorescence Microscopy: From 
Antibiotic Resistance Detection to 
Mitochondrial Dysfunction”
Adviser: Dr. Michael Konopka

Kristin E. Silver
Counseling Psychology 
MA, University of Akron;  
BA, Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Toward the 
Development of a Quantitative 
Measure of Women’s Public 
Same-Gender Eroticism”
Adviser: Dr. Dawn Johnson

Kelly E. Siman
Integrated Bioscience 
MS, Virginia Tech College of Natural 
Resources; BS, Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University
Dissertation: “Social-Ecological 
Risk and Vulnerability to Erosion 
and Flooding Along the Ohio 
Lake Erie Shoreline”
Adviser: Dr. Peter Niewiarowski

two

Savannah R. Snyder
Chemistry 
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Probing Structure-
Property Relationships of Stimuli-
Responsive Polymers by Multi-
Dimensional Mass Spectrometry”
Adviser: Dr. Chrys Wesdemiotis

Haitao Zhao
Integrated Bioscience 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Sias International University
Dissertation: “Learning Genetic 
Networks Using Gaussian 
Graphical Model and Large-Scale 
Gene Expression Data”
Adviser: Dr. Zhong-Hui Duan

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Abdulrahman Othman 
A. Almunabhi
Engineering – Civil 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, King Saud University
Dissertation: “Evaluation of the 
Performance of Multiple Rocking 
Self-Centering Rocking Core 
Systems with Buckling-Restrained 
Columns”
Adviser: Dr. David Roke

Menglong Ding
Engineering – Civil 
MS, Northwestern Polytechnic 
University, China; BS, Beijing 
University of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics
Dissertation: “Development of 
Advanced Numerical Tools for 
Aircraft Crash Analysis”
Adviser: Dr. Wieslaw Binienda

Md. Omar Faruk Emon
Engineering – Mechanical 
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering & Technology
Dissertation: “Ionic Liquid; Based 
3D Printed Soft Pressure Sensors 
and Their Applications”
Adviser: Dr. Jae-Won Choi

Maggie Eppelheimer
Engineering – Biomedical 
MS, University of Akron;  
BM, DePauw University
Dissertation: “Identification of 
Chiari Malformation Type I Brain 
Morphology and Biomechanics: 
A Multi-Faceted Approach 
to Determine Diagnostic and 
Treatment Criteria”
Adviser: Dr. Francis Loth

Roja Esmaeeli
Engineering – Mechanical 
MS, Alzahra University; BS, Shahid 
Chamran University of Ahvaz
Dissertation: “Direct Testing 
of Tire Tread Compounds at 
High Frequencies Using a Newly 
Developed Dynamic Mechanical 
Analysis (DMA) System”
Adviser: Dr. Siamak Farhad

Michael R. Gasper
Engineering – Electrical 
MS, BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Nonlinear 
Microwave Interactions with 
Voltage-Gated Graphene Devices”
Adviser: Dr. Ryan Toonen

Wenqi Li
Engineering – Chemical 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Donghua University
Dissertation: “Performance 
of Layered Thin Media in 
Coalescence Filtration and 
Modification of Prediction 
Model”
Adviser: Dr. George Chase

Han Lin
Engineering – Chemical 
BS, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Graphene Oxide-
Based Membrane for Liquid and 
Gas Separation”
Adviser: Dr. Jiahua Zhu

Blaise Simplice Talla 
Nwotchouang
Engineering – Biomedical 
MS, Aachen University of Applied 
Science; BSc, University of Buea
Dissertation: “Skull-Based 
Morphometrics and Brain Tissue 
Deformation Characterization of 
Chiari Malformation Type I”
Advisers: Dr. Francis Loth,  
Dr. Rouzbeh Amini

three



Yanbo Pan
Engineering – Chemical 
MS, BS, Xi’an Jiaotong University
Dissertation: “Energy Efficiency-
Based Design of Catalytic and 
Non-Catalytic Processes”
Adviser: Dr. Zhenmeng Peng

Ahmad A. Qurashi
Engineering – Civil 
MS, Gannon University;  
BS, King Abdulaziz University
Dissertation: “Turning Movements 
Estimation Using Data with 
Perturbations”
Adviser: Dr. Ping Yi

Shaker Ahmed Reda
Engineering – Mechanical 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Yanbu Industrial College
Dissertation: “Airport System 
Analysis and Enhancement Based 
on a New Passenger Profiling 
Method and Discrete Event 
Simulation Modeling”
Adviser: Dr. Shengyong Wang

Padmini Selvaganesan
Engineering – Biomedical 
ME, University of Cincinnati;  
ME, College of Engineering Guindy
Dissertation: “Smart Statistics, 
Signal Processing and 
Instrumentation for Improved 
Diagnosis of Pediatric 
Sleep Apnea”
Adviser: Dr. Ajay Mahajan

Shaghayegh Sorouri
Engineering – Civil 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Sharif University of Technology
Dissertation: “Incorporation Of 
Fluorescence Measures To Model 
Treated Water Quality And 
Assess PAC Performance”
Adviser: Dr. Christopher Miller

Xiaolong Tong
Engineering – Mechanical 
BE, Beihang University
Dissertation: “A Constitutive 
Model for Crushable Polymer 
Foams Used in Sandwich Panels: 
Theory and FEA Application”
Adviser: Dr. Michelle Hoo Fatt

Haoran Wang
Engineering – Chemical 
MS, University of Akron; BE, Beijing 
University of Chemical Technology
Dissertation: “Development of 
Sustainable Polymer Coatings 
from Plant Oils”
Adviser: Dr. Qixin Zhou

Chuan Zeng
Engineering – Mechanical 
ME, Beihang University; BE, 
Northwestern Polytechnical University
Dissertation: “Deformation and 
Stability of Dielectric Elastomer 
Films Used in Actuators”
Adviser: Dr. Gao Xiaosheng

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Piya Chatterjee
Secondary Education 
MS, BS, University of Calcutta
Dissertation: “Elusive Attitudes 
and Perceptions of Inclusion Of 
Dual Licensure Candidates in 
Early Childhood Inclusive Teacher 
Preparation Program”
Adviser: Dr. Shernavaz Vakil

four

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Interim Dean Ali Dhinojwala

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Hamad A. Albehaijan
Polymer Engineering 
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Colorado State University
Dissertation: “Approaches 
Toward The Enhancement 
of Mechanoelectrical and 
Electrochemical Performance of 
Ionic Polymer Electrolytes”
Adviser: Dr. Thein Kyu

Iskinder Y. Arsano
Polymer Science 
BS, Addis Ababa University
Dissertation: “Bio-Oil Modified 
Asphalt as a Novel and Improved 
Construction Material & 
Caron Nanotubes for Targeted 
Adsorption of Benzoic Acid”
Adviser: Dr. Mesfin Tsige

Szu-Hao Cho
Polymer Engineering 
MS, BS, National Cheng Kung 
University
Dissertation: “Facile and Fast 
Fabrication of Functional Thin 
Flims Via Polyelectrolyte Layer-
By-Layer Assembly”
Adviser: Dr. Nicole Zacharia

Emily Deaver
Polymer Engineering 
BS, SUNY-Buffalo
Dissertation: “Processing of 
Novel 3D Printing Materials 
and Facilitation of 3D Printing 
for Enhanced Mechanical and 
Structural Stability”
Adviser: Dr. Nicole Zacharia

Tamara D. Jaeger
Polymer Engineering 
MS, MA, University College, London; 
BS, University of New Haven;  
BA, Albion College
Dissertation: “Insights into 
Physical Aging of Thermally-
Quenched and Solvent-Cast 
Polymers from Molecular 
Dynamics Simulation”
Adviser: Dr. David Simmons

Derek Luong
Polymer Science 
MS, BA, Clark University
Dissertation: “Surface 
Modification of Biomedical 
Implants Through Physical and 
Covalent Interactions”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew Becker

Kaitlyn E. Mawhinney
Polymer Engineering 
BS, North Carolina State University
Dissertation: “Design and 
Characterization of Emulsion-
Templated Macroporous-
Mesoporous Polyurea Gels 
and Aerogels”
Adviser: Dr. Sadhan Jana

Jason W. Nettleton
Polymer Science 
BA, University of San Diego
Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Characterization, and Material 
Properties of Ionic Thiol-Yne 
Elastomers”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew Becker

Tamanna Rahman
Polymer Engineering 
MS, Tuskegee University;  
BS, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology
Dissertation: “Interfacial Effects 
on Rheological Response of 
Nanoconfined Polymers”
Adviser: Dr. David Simmons

Masoud Razavi Aghjeh
Polymer Science 
MS, BS, University of Tehran
Dissertation: “Molecular 
Mechanics of Glassy And 
Semicrystalline Polymers”
Adviser: Dr. Shi-Qing Wang

Yu Sun
Polymer Science 
MS, University of Akron; BS, Beijing 
University of Chemical Technology
Dissertation: “Vulcanization and 
Devulcanization of Rubber”
Adviser: Dr. Li Jia

Tyler Andrew Tommey
Polymer Science 
BS, Northwestern Missouri State 
University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and 
Characterization of Free-acid 
Derivatives and Corresponding 
Ionomers of Poly(L-lactic acid)”
Adviser: Dr. Coleen Pugh

Adam Woods
Polymer Science 
BS, Belmont University
Dissertation: “Exploring 
Combinatorial Libraries for 
Material Screening Techniques via 
Additive Manufacturing: Design, 
Fabrication & Applications”
Advisers: Dr. Andrey Dobrynin, 
Dr. Kevin Cavicchi

Yexin Zheng
Polymer Science 
MS, University of Akron;  
BE, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Molecular 
Dynamics Simulation Study of 
Nonlinear Mechanical Behavior 
for Polymer Glasses and 
Rheology”
Advisers: Dr. Mesfin Tsige,  
Dr. Shi-Qing Wang
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docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Michelle A. Cappetto
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
MA, University of Akron;  
BA, Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “The Impact 
of Minimalism on Health 
and Relational Satisfaction: 
Understanding Minimalism 
Through a Medical Family 
Therapy Lens”
Adviser: Dr. Rikki Patton

Andrew J. Davis
Counselor Education and Supervision 
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “A Mixed-
Method Study of the Effects of 
a Mindfulness-Based Relapse 
Prevention Aftercare Program on 
Clients with Opioid Addiction in 
a Court-Ordered Population”
Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Schwartz

Richard S. Dawson
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
MAS, Everglades University;  
BS, St. Senario College
Dissertation: “Posttraumatic Stress 
and Social Support in Police 
Cadets”
Adviser: Dr. Rikki Patton

Elizabeth T. Molla
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
MA, University of Akron;  
BS, BA, Ohio State University
Dissertation: “Clinical 
Conceptualizations of Grief and 
Loss Experienced by Clients in 
Foster Care”
Adviser: Dr. Rikki Patton

Amber N. Ray
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
BA, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Non-Monosexuals; 
Perceived Attachment Systems 
in a Comparison Between Male 
and Female Partners: An Ex Post 
Facto Study”
Adviser: Dr. Rikki Patton

Orit T. Rubin
Counselor Education and Supervision 
MA, BS, John Carroll University
Dissertation: “The Relationship 
Among Mental Health 
Professionals&apos; Degree of 
Empathy, Counselor Self-Efficacy, 
and Negative Attitudes Towards 
Jail and Prison Inmates Who 
Display Non-Suicidal Self-Injury”
Adviser: Dr. Robert C. Schwartz

Sherdene A. Simpson
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy 
ME, BA, Kent State University
Dissertation: “Multiculturally 
Informed MFT Supervison: A 
Delphi Study”
Advisers: Dr. Karin Jordan,  
Dr. Rikki Patton

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

docTor oF  
nurSinG PracTice

Mary Beth Frey
MS, Ohio State University;  
MS, University of Akron;  
BSN, Ohio State University

six

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

maSTer oF arTS
Alecia Nicole Bencze

Communication
Cameron C. Cabot

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Brittany Charek

English
Rachel Fishman

Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Shane M. Greenlee
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Alexandra Hamame
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Kenneth S. Hixson
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Megan E. Kenworthy
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Faith C. Lee
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Natalie A. Mitchell
History

Shannon K. Novak
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Kevin D. Stacy
English

Joseph M. Stefanich
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational

Gina P. Thoebes
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

maSTer oF Science
Olawale L. Ayoade

Physics
Marie Jeanne Clarisse Kokora 

Epse Amessan
Statistics

Jephthah Oppong-Atta
Statistics

Kayla N. Williams-Pavlantos
Chemistry

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

maSTer oF arTS  
in educaTion
Alexis M. Carris

Elementary Education – Literacy
Nicole V. Heckman

Elementary Education – Literacy
Kristen A. Jones

Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Ross J. Nicol
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Sharon Marie Piskur
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Lauren L. Riemenschneider
Elementary Education – Literacy

Victoria E. Shephard
Curriculum & Instruction

maSTer oF Science 
in curriculum and 
inSTrucTion
Kaley A. Prebonick

Special Education – Mild/Moderate 
Intervention Specialist

maSTer oF Science  
in educaTion
Nicholas B. Harris

Principalship
Dennis P. Spinks

Principalship
Peggy S. Wood

Principalship

College of Engineering
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

maSTer oF Science in 
chemical enGineerinG
Christopher J. Kelley
Chathuranga Sandamal 

Witharamage

maSTer oF Science  
in civil enGineerinG
Ali H. Alinkis
Alison K. Frye
MaryAnne Hejna
Lindsay A. Laizure
Mustafa Mansour
Saif Nassar

maSTer oF Science 
in elecTrical 
enGineerinG
Md Billal Hossain

maSTer oF Science  
in enGineerinG
Michael L. Calandros
McKay M. Cavanaugh
Jacqueline M. Davenport
Mohammad Hamrangsekachaee
Abigail E. Miller
Jason J. Sabo
Narges Yazdani

maSTer oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG
Paul B. Ealy
Maxwell J. Hanich
Mazen A. Kiki
Rebekah M. Konet
Vaidehi Menon
Sammy A. Ojo
Daryl G. Philip
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Candidates for Master’s Degrees Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)



College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean Susan C. Hanlon

maSTer oF buSineSS 
adminiSTraTion
Maike Anstett

Strategic Marketing
Brian M. Belcik

Management
John F. Buddenberg

Management
Daniel M. Call

Business Interdisciplinary
Brandyn A. Costa

Business Interdisciplinary
Danielle N. Davisson

Business Interdisciplinary
Daniel N. Fakhoury

Business Interdisciplinary
Chelsea M. Henderson

Business Interdisciplinary
Casey A. Hewit

Business Interdisciplinary
Paul E. Hivick

Business Interdisciplinary
Emmary Horrocks

Business Interdisciplinary
Diana L. Howell

Business Interdisciplinary
William T. Johnson

Business Interdisciplinary
Dylan Halit Kretch

Management
Paul J. Madsen

Business Interdisciplinary
Rod W. Maldonado

Supply Chain Management
Michael J. McManus

Business Interdisciplinary
Maroun J. Mhanna

Business Interdisciplinary
Michael A. Miller

Risk Management and Insurance
Robert L. Sassa

Business Interdisciplinary
Michael J. Valentine

Business Analytics
Vaishali Aalap Vora

Healthcare Management
Jeremy A. White

Management
Nicholas D. Williams

Business Interdisciplinary
Zaid M. Zawahri

Business Interdisciplinary

maSTer oF Science  
in accounTancy
Carla Janine Hartzell
Robert J. Nemes

maSTer oF TaxaTion
Daniel Husted

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

maSTer oF arTS
Ashton N. Cobb

Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Shaylise M. Randle
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Douglas W. Ryder
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Dawn Z. Scott
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

maSTer oF arTS in 
child liFe SPecialiST
Mae A. Edwards
Alyssa M. Zumberger

maSTer oF arTS  
in educaTion
Sarah C. Antes

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ashley Nicole Beverlin

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Julie M. Carlson

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Olivia R. Clark

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Alexandra L. Ferrara

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Frank A. Glicker

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Paige M. McKinney

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Mary L. Oyster

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Kwame A. Sarpong

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Danielle M. Tscherne

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Christy A. Ward

Clinical Mental Health Counseling

College of  
Polymer Science and 
Polymer Engineering
Founded 1988

Interim Dean Ali Dhinojwala

maSTer oF Science in 
Polymer enGineerinG
Rundong Huang
Harini Sridharan

eight

maSTer oF arTS in 
SPeech – lanGuaGe 
PaTholoGy
Dea J. Artz
Laura M. Bolin
Rebecca A. Bruso
Whitney S. Chrisman
Julie R. Cripps
Michaela C. DeMeio
Christine M. Drockton
Tiffany L. Evans
Katherine E. Fike
Meghan E. Jenkins
Kendall E. Kelly
Ellen Marie Knapp
Julia Kotterman
Breanne N. Salisbury
Hayley M. St. John
Elizabeth Sweeney
Anna L. Thomas
Gwen E. Vanderbosch

maSTer oF  
Public healTh
Abrar N. AlNiemi
Joshua M. Scakacs
Zachary Schmidt

maSTer oF Science  
in educaTion
Cameron E. Black

Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Tyrell J. Everett
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Christian R. Eyman
Physical Education – Exercise 
Physiology/Adult Fitness

Owolabi M. Ikuejamoye
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Michael R. Navratil
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Jamie L. Pantuso
Physical Education – Exercise 
Physiology/Adult Fitness

Cody P. Reese
Physical Education – Sport Science/
Coaching

Xinyun Zhang
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

maSTer oF Science  
in nurSinG
Lauren M. Block

Nursing Anesthesia
Jacob A. Blough

Nursing Anesthesia
Chris P. Boutton

Nursing Anesthesia
Julianne M. Broadbent

Nursing Anesthesia
Brian D. Burke

Nursing Anesthesia
Antonio J. Costantini

Nursing Anesthesia
Kaleigh C. Cupka

Nursing Anesthesia
Lisa M. Dunnie

Nursing Anesthesia
Zachary J. Emrock

Nursing Anesthesia
James N. Galantis Jr

Nursing Anesthesia
Lauren R. Gardner

Nursing Anesthesia
Joshua A. Getzinger

Nursing Anesthesia
Travis P. Gray

Nursing Anesthesia
Erin E. Greenwell

Nursing Anesthesia
Brad O. Grohoske

Nursing Anesthesia
Ryan D. Hickey

Nursing Anesthesia
Sean W. Holvey

Nursing Anesthesia
Joshua B. Horner

Nursing Anesthesia
John W. Hupp

Nursing Anesthesia

Benjamin W. Irvine
Nursing Anesthesia

Gregory M. Kasson
Nursing Anesthesia

Devon L. Kirsch
Nursing Anesthesia

Marina Kravchenko
Nursing Anesthesia

Michael P. Lavoy
Nursing Anesthesia

Kelly Marie Mason
Nursing Anesthesia

Jacqueline M. Molchan
Nursing Anesthesia

Mariah A. Mostardi
Nursing Anesthesia

Chad W. Pitock
Nursing Anesthesia

Kristina L. Popelas
Nursing Anesthesia

Alina Slivinskiy
Nursing Anesthesia

Sofiya Smerechynsky
Nursing Anesthesia

Alison Stephan
Nursing Anesthesia

Garrett B. Stough
Nursing Anesthesia

Ralph-Isaac Testa
Nursing Anesthesia

Garrett J. Thomason
Nursing Anesthesia

maSTer oF Social Work
Barbara Ferrell
Sabrina Jackson
Denise K. Montanari

nine

Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont.)



Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

bachelor oF arTS
Deana A. Abuzahrieh
Erabo Akhigbe

Cum Laude
Cierra J. Anderson
Gabrielle O. Ashley

Cum Laude
La Vonne Charise Atkins
Mary J. Barber
Julia N. Belopotosky
Skyler A. Bortz

Summa Cum Laude
Natasha E. Campi-Polen
Hannah R. Carney
Nia C. Clark

Summa Cum Laude
Makayla N. Crews
Jacquelyn E. Dornbrook
Zachary T. Earnsberger

Cum Laude
Katherine A. Gray

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua M. Hinkle

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole H. Hobson
Shonnee A. Hullum
Shayna Leanne Jennings

Cum Laude
Jacquelyn M. Kist
Tyler J. Lane
Abigail N. Long
Halle Marie Lunt
Adeline M. Martin

Cum Laude
Clayton W. Martin

Cum Laude
Natalie A. Mitchell

Summa Cum Laude
Annemarie Dawn O’Hanian
Lauren Petit

Cum Laude
Allison L. Reed
Melissa A. Rego

Summa Cum Laude
Brittany M. Riff le

Summa Cum Laude
Chelsea M. Rivera

Cum Laude
Stephanie N. Rusinko

Summa Cum Laude
Thomas B. Shaw
Tabetha N. Tackett
Megan T. Wytrzyszczewski

bachelor oF arTS 
in child and Family 
develoPmenT
Mallory A. Bauman
Brianna L. Czirr

Magna Cum Laude
Elizabeth A. Ebiana
Jasmine J. Jeter
Monique Ransome
Margaret E. Stacy

Magna Cum Laude

bachelor oF arTS in 
FaShion merchandiSinG
DeAsia J. Dowd
Jennifer M. Gould
Katie M. Stiteler

bachelor oF arTS  
in mulTidiSciPlinary 
STudieS
Cameron S. Claborn
Dominque Collins
Sabrina L. Dancy
Tiyanna M. Harge
Karolyn R. Stanton

bachelor oF muSic
Elizabeth S. Rickel

bachelor oF Science
Mustafa J. Alkhamis
Taylor J. Barnum
Beau W. Bayerl

Magna Cum Laude
Seth DeBerry
Tyler A. Devenport

Cum Laude
Karen Michel Domino
Taylor R. Ford
Paige L. Garner

Cum Laude
Sierra N. Geisman
Grace Haddad

Cum Laude
Imad Haq

Magna Cum Laude
Terence S. Jayapuram
Alexander R. Lindner
Jeremy M. Milam
Anela R. Mukherjee

Magna Cum Laude
Beatrice T. Popescu
Vyshnavi Ramini

Summa Cum Laude
Tristan Roberts
Dangelo L. Seawright
Kyle E. Thrasher
Benjamin Michael Tornow

With Distinction
Timothy D. Zatkos

Cum Laude
Alex H. Zielke

bachelor oF Science  
in comPuTer Science
Kyle M. Meszaros

bachelor oF Science 
in PoliTical Science/
criminal JuSTice
Shayla E. Morris

ten

The LeBron James 
Family Foundation 
College of Education
Founded 1921

Interim Dean Jarrod Tudor

bachelor oF arTS  
in educaTion
Natasha E. Campi-Polen
Cory J. Catchpole
Seth M. Dunphy
Paige L. Garner

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science  
in educaTion
Cynthia M. Blade
Mackenzie R. Hughes

Cum Laude

College of Engineering
Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer
Founded 1914

bachelor oF Science 
in biomedical 
enGineerinG
Meshari Saad M Alshammari
Jelena Bundalo

bachelor oF Science  
in civil enGineerinG
Anas Albalawi
Ayid H. Alosaimi

Cum Laude
Bader H. Alqahtani
Romell F. Bolden
Andrew M. Matta
Alex N. Pitts
Luai A. Rizk

bachelor oF Science  
in comPuTer 
inFormaTion SySTemS
Adam J. Karolak

With High Distinction

bachelor oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG
Abdullah Saleh Aldhahri
Meshari Saad M Alshammari
Talal Nhar A Alshammari
Matthew D. Hawkins
Joshua D. Nagel
Abdelrahman R. Saadani

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean Susan C. Hanlon

bachelor oF buSineSS 
adminiSTraTion
Joshua F. Barker
Bryan J. Buchanan
Katherine E. Clark
Abigayle M. Colich
Shane Corbett
Nicholas A. Crisalli

Summa Cum Laude
Justin B. Ditty
Lauren Doyle

Magna Cum Laude
Kevin M. Guilmette

Cum Laude
Zachary R. Henderson

Cum Laude
Hannah N. Keller
Cole D. Leslie
Justin M. Maas
Erin D. Mackey

Cum Laude
Scott P. Marble
Lucas D. Martter
Drew A. McElrath
Noelle M. Miller
Mark C. Okocha
Mirage D. Patel
Jonathan R. Rushin
Dylan J. Schneider
Matthew J. Schoblocher

Cum Laude
Taylor C. Snuffer
Sophia Soaku
Tabetha N. Tackett
Levent Tektas
Ariel L. Urczyk
James M. Van Fleet
Joshua P. Wardle
Louis Williams(1)

Cum Laude

eleven

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

(1)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines



bachelor oF 
Science in Food and 
environmenTal 
nuTriTion
Julia A. Mattingly

Cum Laude
Alyssa M. Thomas

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science  
in nurSinG
Rachel B. Amos
Alexandria Appeldorn
Kayla Averitt
Jacob D. Balca
Jennifer M. Bitting

With High Distinction
Alexandria Brewer
Jessica Brisk

Magna Cum Laude
Emily J. Cameron

With Highest Distinction
Karley L. Christman
Pial Das Gupta

Cum Laude
Julianne Diamond-Phillips
Roseanne M. Dobritch

With Highest Distinction
Heather A. Dumermuth

With Highest Distinction
Paige Fowler

With Highest Distinction
Amanda M. Futkos

With Highest Distinction
Mackenzie Haney

With Highest Distinction
Hannah E. Johnson
Noel J. Johnson

Cum Laude
Reginald T. Jones II

Cum Laude
Kyle E. Keeler

Cum Laude
Hannah R. Kerr

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha R. Kramer
Patricia M. Lazor

Cum Laude
Timothy J. McCarty

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley McQueary

Summa Cum Laude
Rachel L. Popovich

Cum Laude
Autumn L. Riddell

Cum Laude
Kimberly Skala

With Highest Distinction

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

bachelor oF Science  
in accounTinG
Bryce R. Alexander

Cum Laude
Ibrahim Abdulmohsen Alqenayan
Brendan S. Hicks

Cum Laude
Laura Diane Judge
Stephanie N. Kieke

Magna Cum Laude
Timothy J. Misciagna

Cum Laude
Vincent L. Murdock Jr
Brandon L. Rathbun
Tyler J. Schmitt
Kobey L. Simpson
Danielle Utrata

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science  
in labor economicS
Natalie E. Martucci

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

bachelor oF arTS/
Social Work
Wendy M. Lee

bachelor oF Science  
in dieTeTicS
Alyssa M. Thomas

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science  
in educaTion
Spencer Barcewicz
Richard J. Charlillo
Tyler Cheese
Mitchell A. Farnsworth

Magna Cum Laude
Austin T. Gillispie

Magna Cum Laude
Daniel J. Heise
Jace L. Roundtree

bachelor oF Science  
in exerciSe Science
Jacob A. Brittain
Timothy J. Gentile
Jacob S. Griffith
Emilee E. Martin
Dylan L. McVay
Kaylynn Parker
Cody M. Spry

twelve

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Acting Dean Sukanya Kemp

bachelor oF Science 
in auTomaTed 
manuFacTurinG 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Ian Jeffrey Wa-ne-ota Craft

bachelor oF Science in 
comPuTer inFormaTion 
SySTemS
Dhamodhar Adhikari

Cum Laude
Gad A. Asare
Valerie Asturi

With Highest Distinction
Peter A. Ballester

Summa Cum Laude
Brandon J. Beveridge
Jordan D. Brown
Krista Louise Burns

Cum Laude
Justin L. Carpenter

Magna Cum Laude
Prakash Dhakal
Eric Doll

With Highest Distinction
Vincent S. Donofrio
Zachary D. Dopkiss
Brent T. Ewing
Dre’Ion Fuller
Christian R. Gruhn

With Highest Distinction
Eli I. Jordan
Ghazwan J. Kareem

Cum Laude
Ryan M. Knack
Kyle T. Krownapple
Luke A. Lay
Eric J. Marsi
Ian A. Meister
Jacob Mitchell

With High Distinction
Nathan D. Moss

With High Distinction
Zachary A. Pfeil
Benjamin L. Plauny

Magna Cum Laude
Justin H. Price

Cum Laude
Natalie N. Salata

With High Distinction
Sean P. Scott

bachelor oF Science 
in conSTrucTion 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Zachary K. Balski
Jacob M. Bumgarner
Curtis J. McDiffitt

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science 
in elecTrical 
and elecTronic 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Joseph Malysa Jr

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science 
in emerGency 
manaGemenT and 
homeland SecuriTy
Samuel A. Baker

Cum Laude
John C. Bowers
Aaron B. Boyle
Tyler A. Dubravetz
Garrett M. Fleming

Summa Cum Laude
Baylie R. Karmie
Steven A. Toth

bachelor oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Allyson Arbogast
William C. Tittle

bachelor oF Science 
in orGanizaTional 
SuPerviSion
Margaret A. Anderson
Javonte T. Bailey
Colleen M. Bavaro
James T. Browder
Kaylin Ellis

Cum Laude
Casie Geiger

With Highest Distinction
Cody R. Hinkle
Catherine J. Jurovcik
Chelsea Kimmel
Jordan A. Lackey
Christian G. Lue Young
Jaxon McAllister
Conor J. McCune

Magna Cum Laude
Jason A. Meininger
Paul G. Molke
Nicholas E. Paparone
Daniel M. Pavlich

Summa Cum Laude
Jackman T. Peel
Michael P. Rechel
Leonard Sohn
Christopher Sopko

With High Distinction
Michael P. Stuhldreer II
Stephene D. Tarver
Dalton E. Thomas
Donna C. Truong

Cum Laude
Jailyn T. Twitty
Kylie M. Walker

thirteen



Wayne College
Founded 1972

Dean Jarrod Tudor

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in buSineSS 
manaGemenT 
TechnoloGy
Gregory W. Portis II

aSSociaTe oF 
aPPlied Science in 
ParaProFeSSional 
educaTion
Haley Blough

With Distinction

aSSociaTe oF arTS
Leah R. Caskey
Kendall J. Lawson

aSSociaTe oF Science
Abigayle M. Colich
Cole G. Geiser
Ashley Summers

With Highest Distinction

fourteen

College of  
Applied Science  
and Technology
Founded 1964

Acting Dean Sukanya Kemp

aSSociaTe oF  
aPPlied buSineSS in 
buSineSS manaGemenT 
TechnoloGy
Paul G. Molke

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in comPuTer 
inFormaTion SySTemS
Jerry M. Beckwith

With High Distinction
Aaron Petticord
Noy Rogers IV
Sean P. Scott
Olajuwan Hakeem Maur’lik 

Smith

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in hoSPiTaliTy 
manaGemenT
Jorden Stopiak

aSSociaTe oF 
aPPlied Science 
in conSTrucTion 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Zachary K. Balski
Ryann J. Burkheimer

With High Distinction
Alexis Collier
Victor Wells

aSSociaTe oF  
aPPlied Science in 
emerGency medical 
ServiceS TechnoloGy
Samuel A. Baker

With Distinction
Angela M. Potter

With High Distinction

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in advanced 
manuFacTurinG 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Christie L. Norton

With Highest Distinction

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in mechanical 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Alexander L. Dalton
Shelby A. Staudt

aSSociaTe oF arTS
Rosa Anda
Margaret A. Anderson
Haley Bogard
Cameron S. Claborn
Ashley M. Durasin
Madelyn Krol
Jayson N. Lockett
Alyssia N. Rodriguez

With Distinction
Julianna M. Sausaman
Priscilla Simpkins
Jessay Wilson

aSSociaTe oF Science
Dominque Collins
Ashley M. Durasin
Michelle Elaine Jenson
Scott J. Margelowsky
Jasmine Denise Reese

aSSociaTe oF  
Technical STudieS
Samantha Agner
Anthony R. Baker

With Distinction
Grace E. Carmen

With Highest Distinction
Arianna Carroll

With Distinction
Kolton O. Carson
Joseph B. Finney
Bethany A. Fischnich

With Highest Distinction
Emma R. Fisher
Miranda K. Fockler

With Distinction
Rachael A. Fogg

With Highest Distinction
Mackenzie P. Fountain
Mason Garrett
Grace M. Garritano

With Highest Distinction
Angela M. Hall

Megan J. Hampe
Aleah H. Hartley

With Distinction
Zachary Hoffman

With Highest Distinction
Thomas Victor Holcombe IV
Maria V. Hopkins

With Highest Distinction
Caitlin S. Johnson

With Distinction
Madison P. Kandle

With Distinction
Kaitlyn E. Kennedy

With High Distinction
Noah King

With Highest Distinction
Kurt J. Kornowski

With Highest Distinction
Abigail E. Kress

With Distinction
Kayla Kuhn

With Distinction
Abigail R. Lohrman

With Highest Distinction
Ashley K. Martinez

With Highest Distinction
Nathan T. McKenney

With Highest Distinction
Jorden D. McMasters

With Distinction
Bryce A. McVaney
Norman I. Murray Jr
Kevin Nguyen

With Highest Distinction
Sarah E. Protzman
Benjamin C. Richrath
Kalauna Sayapheth

With Highest Distinction
Eimile L. Schreckengost
Roxanne Slota

With Distinction
Tapanga N. Smith
Allyson L. Smyntek

With High Distinction
Sydney Sullinger

With High Distinction
Mia R. Wells
Caiya J. Wilson

fifteen

Candidates for Associate Degrees



Candidates for Doctoral Degrees

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Brian M. Balog
Integrated Bioscience
BS, Baldwin-Wallace University
Dissertation: “Brain-Derived 
Neurotrophic Factor Mediates 
Recovery from Stress Urinary 
Incontinence”
Advisers: Dr. Jordan M. Renna, 
Margot Damaser

Paul J. Bonezzi
Integrated Bioscience
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Development 
of Outer Retinal Photoresponsivity 
and the Effects of Sensory 
Deprivation”
Adviser: Dr. Jordan M. Renna

Alexis M. DaFonseca
Counseling Psychology
MA, University of Akron; 
BS, Baldwin-Wallace College
Dissertation: “Assessment of 
Extant Measures of Critical 
Consciousness: Towards a 
Cohesive Psychological Construct 
Conceptualization”
Adviser: Dr. Charles Waehler

April Barnes Gaines
Counseling Psychology
MA, University of Akron;  
BA, University of Miami (FL)
Dissertation: “ ‘Almost Like 
Swimming Upstream’: A Mixed 
Methods Investigation of Body 
Image and Disordered Eating in 
Black Military Women”
Adviser: Dr. Suzette Speight

Nathan P. Michael
Integrated Bioscience
BS, Kent State University
Dissertation: “The Influence of 
Diet and Foraging Behavior on 
Carotenoid Ornaments in the 
Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster)”
Adviser: Dr. Randy Mitchell

Matthew D. Sloan
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
MA, BA, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Developing the 
Reappraisal Tactic Questionnaire: 
Examining the Relationships of 
Reappraisal Tactics with Affective 
and Well-Being Outcomes”
Adviser: Dr. James Diefendorff

Gabor D. Smith
Secondary Education
MA, BA, University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Education 
of The Lion: A Visual Research 
Exploration of Higher Education, 
A Dissertation”
Adviser: Dr. Gary Holliday

Katelyn B. Sondereker
Integrated Bioscience
BS, University of Akron
Dissertation: “Exploration of 
the Morphology, Connectivity, 
and Functions of Melanopsin 
Ganglion Cell Outer Retinal 
Dendrites”
Adviser: Dr. Jordan M. Renna 

Matt Williamson
Sociology
MA, University of Cincinnati;  
BA, University of Cincinnati; AAS 
Kent State University – Tuscarawas
Dissertation: “Police Officer 
Initiated Intimate Partner Violence 
by Male and Female Officers: A 
Test of Social Learning Theory”
Adviser: Dr. Robert Peralta

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Garrett F. Bass
Polymer Science
BS Biochemistry, California 
Polytechnic State University  
San Luis Obispo
Dissertation: “Rational Design 
of Copolymer Architecture and 
Structure for Tunable Material 
Properties”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew L. Becker

Abdulaziz S. Bentalib
Engineering – Chemical
MS, The University of Akron;  
BS, King Saud University
Dissertation: “Energy Efficient 
Water Desalination Basen on 
Faradic Reactions”
Adviser: Dr. Zhenmeng Peng

Megan A. Cruz
Polymer Science
BS, California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo
Dissertation: “Coacervate-
Forming Thermoresponsive 
Polyesters as Protein Delivery 
Platforms”
Adviser: Dr. Abraham Joy

Abegel Freedman
Polymer Science
BA, Hiram College
Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Assembly, and Protein Adsorption 
Studies on Linear and Cyclic 
PEG Containing Monomers and 
Polymers”
Adviser: Dr. Tianbo Liu

sixteen seventeen
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Harshal Gade
Engineering – Chemical
MS, University of California, Riverside; 
BS, Institute of Chemical Technology, 
Mumbai, India
Dissertation: “Polarized PVDF 
nanofibers in filtrations and 
 separations”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Qingyun Guo
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University
Dissertation: “Giant Molecule 
Based Nanostructured Materials: 
From Structure to Functionality”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Seyed Reza Hashemi
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Iran University of Science & 
Technology; BS, Azad University of 
Najafabad
Dissertation: “Designing a New 
Intelligent Battery Management 
System for Electric and Hybrid 
Electric Aircraft”
Advisers: Dr. Siamak Farhad,  
Dr. Ajay Mahajan

Jiahao Huang
Polymer Science
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis, 
and Self-Assembly of Nano-
Sized Shape Amphiphiles 
Based on Polyhedral Oligomeric 
Silsequioxane and Perylene 
Bismides”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Mohammad Umar Farooq Khan
Engineering – Chemical
M.Tech., Indian Institute of 
Technology Bombay; B.Tech. National 
Institute of Technology Raipur
Dissertation: “Synthesis, 
Corrosion Behavior, and 
Hardness of High-Energy 
Ball Milled Nanocrystalline 
Magnesium Alloys”
Adviser: Dr. Rajeev Kumar Gupta

Xiang Li
Polymer Science
BS, Nanjing University
Dissertation: “Organic Molecules 
for Field Effect Transitors and 
Redox Flow Batteries”
Adviser: Dr. Yu Zhu

Cheng Liu
Polymer Science
MS. University of Akron;  
BS, East China University of Science  
& Technology
Dissertation: “In situ infrared 
study on interfacial electrochemis-
try in energy storage devices”
Adviser: Dr. Steven S.C. Chuang

Jun Liu
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Yanshan University; BS, Jilin 
Institute of Chemical Technology
Dissertation: “Laser-Assisted 
Ultrasonic Nanocrystal 
Surface Modification of 
TI64: Establishing the 
Thermomechanical Processing-
Microstructure-Strength Relation
Advisers: Mr. Yalin Dong,  
Dr. Chang Ye

Tong Liu
Polymer Science
MS, University of Akron;  
BS, Soochow University
Dissertation: “Construction of 
supramolecular structures by 
 mimicking metallurgy”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Yuchu Liu
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University
Dissertation: “Precise 
Construction and Assembling 
of Mesoatoms by Giant 
Molecular Clusters”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Seyedeh Neda Mehdizadeh
Engineering – Chemical
MASc, University of British Columbia; 
MASc, University of Tehran,  
BSc, University of Tehran
Dissertation: “Drop Motion 
and Modeling of the Saturation 
Within Depth Coalescing Filters”
Adviser: Dr. George G. Chase

Ragavendra Prasad 
Panakarajupally
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, University of Akron; Btech,  
SSJ Engineering College (Affiliated to 
JNTU Hyderabad), India
Dissertation: “Development of 
a Unique Experimental Facility 
to Characterize the Fatigue and 
Erosion Behavior of Ceramic 
Matrix Composites Under Turbine 
Engine Conditions”
Adviser: Dr. Gregory N. Morscher

Bangan Peng
Polymer Science
BS, Nanjing University
Dissertation: “Functional 4D 
Printing by 3D Printing Shape 
Memory Polymers Via Molecular, 
Morphological and Geometrical 
Designs”
Adviser: Dr. Kevin A. Cavicchi

Shannon R. Petersen
Polymer Science
BS, Allegheny College
Dissertation: “Development of 
Degradable Block Copolymers 
for Stereolithographic Printing 
Using Poly(propylene fumarate) 
and Lactones”
Adviser: Dr. Matthew L. Becker

Sedigheh Rashidi
Engineering – Chemical
MS, University of Tehran;  
BS, Sharif University of Technology
Dissertation: “Effect of Advanced 
Manufacturing Processes on the 
High Temperature Oxidation 
Behavior of Superalloys”
Adviser: Dr. Rajeev Kumar Gupta

Alankar Rastogi
Polymer Science
BTech, Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi
Dissertation: “Structural and 
Thermodynamic Properties of 
Soft Materials at Interfaces: 
Combining Experimental and 
Simulation Techniques”
Advisers: Dr. Ali Dhinojwala,  
Dr. Mesfin Tsige

Ashwin Sancheti
Engineering – Chemical
BTech, Indian Institute of Technology, 
Banaras Hindu University, India
Dissertation: “A Biorefinery 
Approach for Utilization of Soy 
Based Product Streams”
Adviser: Dr. Lu-Kwang Ju

Sunil Singh
Engineering – Biomedical
BE, Bapuji Institute of Engineering and 
Technology, India
Dissertation: “Engineered 
Organotypic Breast Tumor 
Model for Mechanistic Studies of 
Tumor-Stromal Interactions and 
Drug Discovery”
Adviser: Dr. Hossein Tavana

Sihan Wang
Polymer Science
MS, University of Akron; BS, South 
China University of Technology
Dissertation: “Investigation of 
adsorption sites and diffusion sites 
in polyamine, amino acid, and 
imidazole by operando IR”
Adviser: Dr. Steven S.C. Chuang

Siqi Wu
Polymer Science
BS, Sichuan University
Dissertation: “Structural 
and Molecular Design, 
Characterization and Deformation 
of 3D Printing Mechanical 
Metamaterials”
Advisers: Dr. Hunter King,  
Dr. Erol Sancaktar

Xiaoyun Yan
Polymer Science
BS, Xiamen University
Dissertation: “Design, Synthesis, 
and Geometry Directed Self-
Assembly of Oligo-Flurene Based 
Giant Molecules”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Cheng Zhang
Engineering – Chemical
MS, University of Akron; BS, Beijing 
University of Chemical Technology
Dissertation: “Vegetable Oil Based 
Green Organic Coatings”
Adviser: Dr. Qixin Zhou

Ruixia Zhang
Engineering – Mechanical
MS, Huazhong University of Science 
and Technology; BS, Yanshan 
University
Dissertation: “Rejuvenation of 
Pre-Corroded and/or Pre-Fatigued 
7075-T651 Aluminum Alloy 
by Ultrasonic Nanocrystalline 
Surface Modification”
Adviser: Dr. Yalin Dong

Shuailin Zhang
Polymer Science
BS, Peking University, Beijing
Dissertation: “Topologically 
Designed Fluorescent Giant 
Shape Amphiphiles: Probing 
into Investigative Core 
Packing Patterns in Assembled 
Supermolecular Structures”
Adviser: Dr. Stephen Z.D. Cheng

Tao Zhu
Polymer Engineering
BS, Fuzhou University
Dissertation: “Modeling and 
 analysis of valve manufactur-
ing process based on FMEA 
and SIMIO”
Adviser: Dr. Shengyong Wang

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

docTor oF  
nurSinG PracTice

Pretti L. Polk
MSN, BSN, University of Akron;  
BS, Wright State University;  
RN, Huron School of Nursing
Dissertation: “Adherence to 
Headache Plans in the School”
Adviser: Dr. Michele Zelko

docTor oF PhiloSoPhy

Melissa E. Coan
Counselor Education and Supervision – 
Marriage and Family Therapy
MA, BA, University of Akron
Dissertation: “The Role of 
Dyadic Coping in the Association 
Between Daily Hassles and 
Relationship Satisfaction”
Adviser: Dr. Heather Katafiasz

Christina Michelle Woloch
Counselor Education and Supervision
MA.Ed., Malone University;  
BS, Wright State University
Dissertation: “The Relationship 
Among Counselor Trainees’ 
Self-Reported Social Justice 
Self-Efficacy, Multicultural 
Counseling Competencies, and 
Demographic Characteristics”
Adviser: Dr. Varunee Faii 
Sangganjanavanich
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Candidates for Doctoral Degrees (cont.)



Candidates for Master’s Degrees 

maSTer oF arTS  
in educaTion
Abrar Aldulhadi A. Alshaikh

Curriculum & Instruction
David A. Bird

Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Andrew J. Bonecutter
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Dominic Albert Cardarelli
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Jared G. Cooey
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Helen N. Dauka
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Heather May Echelberry
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Sumedha Gajbhiye
Curriculum & Instruction

Scott A. Geiser
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Drew H. Hoisington
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Samantha L. Kincaid
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Jessica A. Weyrick
Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Sheldon B. Wrice
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

Katie R. Wright
Educational Foundations – 
Instructional Technology

maSTer oF arTS in 
PoliTical Science
Ross M. Fragale

Security Studies
Morgan T. Tropf

Security Studies

maSTer oF Fine arTS  
in creaTive WriTinG
Isaiah M. Coleman
Madeline C. Lanshe

maSTer oF muSic
Katherine E. Stahl

Music – Brass Performance

maSTer oF  
Public adminiSTraTion
Sara J. Kwiecien
Brelynne Y. Majeed

maSTer oF Science
Naif Aldawsari

Geography/Geographic Information 
Sciences

Nicole S. Alexander
Chemistry

Nasser Alghamdi
Geography/Geographic Information 
Sciences

Andrew J. Audley
Physics

Kayla A. Calapa
Biology

James Corkish
Physics

Natasha Gilbert
Chemistry

Mahala S. Hobbs
Chemistry

Sivarama krishna akhil Koduri
Statistics

Annette M. Marsolais
Physics

Adam J. Pierce
Biology

Peter D. Richards
Statistics

Timothy A. Schmucker
Geology

Rachel Stuthers
Chemistry

Kelvin X. Tsagli
Physics

Nicholas J. Wander
Geology

Huayi Wang
Chemistry

Zachary V. Wilson
Statistics

maSTer oF Science 
in curriculum and 
inSTrucTion
Natalija Buchwald

Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Social Studies

Joseph P. Matese
Multi-Age Physical Education 
Licensure

Angelia Annamarie Scott
Adolescent to Young Adult –  
Integrated Language Arts

maSTer oF Science  
in educaTion
Sarah N. Gradyan

Principalship
Dania L. LoVullo

Educational Administration –  
Higher Education Administration

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

maSTer oF  
aPPlied PoliTicS
Brittney S. Madison
Sean T. Peters

maSTer oF arTS
Nathan T. Bitecofer

Counseling Psychology
Rauslynn M. Boyd

Communication
Kelly M. Calderone-Davis

English
Nathan E.D. Cohen

English
Julian C. Curet

Theatre Arts – Arts Administration
Alyssa K. Eversmeyer

Counseling Psychology
Katherine A. Gray

History
Ariel M. Resnik

Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Sean B. Rowland
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Lauren C. Sprowls
Theatre Arts – Arts Administration

Russell N. Steiner
Psychology – Industrial / 
Organizational Psychology

Morgan B. Stocker
History

Erica E. Temes
Counseling Psychology

Jessica L. Terrizzi
Counseling Psychology

Jessica L. Wilson
History

twenty

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

maSTer oF Science
Ivan Dolog

Polymer Science
Zackery M. Frazier

Computer Science
Nishtha Pant

Polymer Science
Andrew L. Robinson

Computer Science
Meng Zhang

Polymer Science

maSTer oF Science in 
chemical enGineerinG
Abdulrahman Alkhaldi
Abdullah Alsultan
Vamsi K. Bhadriraju
Nicholas J. Greene
Jian He
Bryan A. Theriot

maSTer oF Science  
in civil enGineerinG
Kathryn R. Ackerman
Erfan Agharazi
Khaled S. Almansoor
Muge Pekersoy
Nasereddin J. Tabanja

maSTer oF Science 
in elecTrical 
enGineerinG
Sadia Shahnoor Anis
Alireza Bagheri Rajeoni
Fubing Han
Huseyin Salis
Sainath Reddy Samireddy
Ali Topcu

maSTer oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG
Mano Chockalingam
Caitlin Dickerson
Mustafa A. Malik
Ayse Ozen
Akshay Kumar Pakala
Rayanne Pinto Costa
Danielle M. Shaffer
Anuradha A. Sharma
Tao Zheng

maSTer oF Science in 
Polymer enGineerinG
Cheng Chi
Yixuan Du
Ouli Fu
Yuewei Guo
Shun Li
Marisa E. Tukpah

maSTer oF Polymer 
Science and Polymer 
enGineerinG
Roman Amorati
William J. Brown
Richard H. Dunn
Ronald S. Edmondson
Vishal Tyagi
Jenny Zhen Li Wong

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean  
Susan C. Hanlon

maSTer oF buSineSS 
adminiSTraTion
Brett A. Borovicka

Business Interdisciplinary
Cristina E. Buda

Business Interdisciplinary
Michael C. Cefaratti

Management
Ellen K. Chittester

Strategic Marketing
Jonathon D. Cundiff

Finance
Brian D. Foresi

Business Interdisciplinary
Devin A. Gerowitz

Business Interdisciplinary
Brian M. Gillette

Business Interdisciplinary
Elizabeth M. Hancock

Business Interdisciplinary
Nicholas D. Haubert

Business Interdisciplinary
Megan C. Lawless

Finance
Caroline R. Lewis

Business Interdisciplinary
Paige E. Lorenzen

Strategic Marketing
Brian Melkowits

Business Interdisciplinary
Morgan N. Paris

Strategic Marketing
Isaak J. Parker

Management
Colleen C. Powers

Business Interdisciplinary
Abbie C. Rentsch

Management
Brian J. Ruhaak

Business Interdisciplinary
Kevin Smith

Business Interdisciplinary
Ryan W. Timura

Business Analytics
Thomas Truce

Business Interdisciplinary

twenty-one



maSTer oF Science in 
accounTancy
Ashley L. Guilmette

maSTer oF Science  
in manaGemenT
Nofisat O. Oseni

Supply Chain Management

maSTer oF TaxaTion
Kelly Anzevino
Zachary D. Armbruster
Laura L. Franco
Fiona Kuqi
Steven A. Pepper
Mandi C. Raneri
Samantha M. Rathburn
Rhett M. Reuter
Spencer Scarborough
Colin M. Sim
Andrew I. Sinclair
David Sobochan
Molly Erin Taylor
Tiffany L. Trent
Carla M. Wainwright

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

maSTer oF arTS
Lisa M. Bialecki

Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Audriana M. Ransom
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

Jasmine M. Spradley
Counseling – Marriage and Family 
Therapy

maSTer oF arTS in 
child liFe SPecialiST
Sara R. Crevar
Sara A. Murtaugh

maSTer oF arTS  
in educaTion
Jade S. Branch

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Chardonay S. Brown

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Antonio Catalano

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Rachel E. Chapman-Smith

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Alexis A. Cooks

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Elizabeth L. Ertel

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Kaylee M. Finley

School Counseling
Jean Nicole Holman

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ellen N. Howat

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ashley L. Hudson

School Counseling
Veronda L. Jones

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Rachel E. Keay-McVay

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Patrick A. Ortiz

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Holly E. Ramos

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Victoria J. Scheaffer

School Counseling
Nichole M. Soltis

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Lauren P. Staggers

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Idara J. Udo-Inyang

Clinical Mental Health Counseling

maSTer oF arTS  
in SPeech – lanGuaGe 
PaTholoGy
Ravi Balsa
Erica N. Hamner
Caroline Koch

maSTer oF  
Public healTh
Arwa Naman Alniemi
Sierjie M. Lash

maSTer oF Science  
in educaTion
Ariana L. Brown

Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Hugh D. Cade IV
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Ian A. Crawford
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Darin J. Ford
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Reuben E. Green III
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Ty’Asia L. Jones
Counseling – Marriage and  
Family Therapy

Eythan Z. Puhalla
Physical Education –  
Sport Science/Coaching

Laura E. Rybka
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Zerafshan Syed
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Alexis P. Toohey
Physical Education –  
Exercise Physiology/Adult Fitness

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

bachelor oF arTS
Alexis M. Balch
Precious M. Battee
Leah N. Benes

With High Distinction
Andrew William Bernat

Magna Cum Laude
Scott A. Bowles
Scott T. Brady

Magna Cum Laude
Paul D. Brilla
Andrew Brown
Payton E. Burkhammer

Summa Cum Laude
Gretchen A. Burton
Abigail L. Calderone
Kayla N. Cash
Samiyyah Ceasor
Sean E. Coleman
Melinda S. Compton
Kathryn J. Comshaw-Arnold
David J. Connor
Lilian M. Cox

Cum Laude
Jaclyn M. Cremeans
Alexandra L. Cummings
Alexandra L. Curtis

Summa Cum Laude
Madeline C. Curtis

Summa Cum Laude
Taylor Deagazio
Kenzie Delposen

Summa Cum Laude
Madeleine N. Dolezal

Cum Laude
Amna Durrani

Magna Cum Laude
Rose Eyerman
Nouran W. Farsi

Cum Laude
Reid D. Fellenstein
Evelyn R. Fenn
Bradyn A. Fisher
Brandon C. Fisher
Morgan K. Frank
Thomas T. French

Magna Cum Laude
Alexandra A. Geis
Danae M. Greco

Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlyn R. Guynn
Brendan M. Hashem
Neil D. Hassen

Cum Laude
Renee L. Hayslip
Elizabeth Heckler

Summa Cum Laude
Joseph R. Hedrick

Taylor M. Hogg
Magna Cum Laude

Kaitee A. Horstmann
Summa Cum Laude

Patrice M. Ivery
Sarah E. Jackson
Julie N. Jensen
Alexis Johnson

With Highest Distinction
Kyrstyn Kehler
Jessica L. Kerin

Cum Laude
Adeline R. Kirtley
Kenneth A. Knight
Delaney K. Lerch
Anna R. Magoline
Alexandra S. Malinowski

Cum Laude
Amanda E. Maloy
Taylor R. Mamula
Lydia J. Marshall

Magna Cum Laude
Ashley L. Martin
Macie J. Mathews

Magna Cum Laude
Nicole M. Maxhimer

Magna Cum Laude
Lumuria M. McGriff Jr.
Josh T. Mcnenny
Brendan J. Mohan

Cum Laude
Talia M. Montgomery
Marisa N. Mostar

Magna Cum Laude
Shawn R. Muldowney II
Madeline R. Myers

Summa Cum Laude
Ebony J. Nash
Audrey C. Nolte
Renee Onderak

With High Distinction
Olivia J. Owens

Summa Cum Laude
Harsh P. Patel
Claire L. Patton
Kayla M. Pickens
Ethan J. Plaster
Allison R. Prendergast(2)

Cum Laude
David R. Priebe

Magna Cum Laude
Claire V. Pugel

Summa Cum Laude
Nicolle M. Reich
Kyle T. Reynolds

Magna Cum Laude
Jack W. Riedinger
Valerie A. Rubin

Magna Cum Laude
Samantha P. Ruegg

Cum Laude
Kayley M. Russell

Cum Laude

Isabella M. Saluppo
Joshua W. Sampson
Caryn R. Scandlon
Ryan M. Schaber

Magna Cum Laude
Karli M. Schneider
Colleen R. Schwartz
Hannah Scott

Summa Cum Laude
Ashley H. Sherrod

Cum Laude
Sarah Y. Shively

Magna Cum Laude
Kassandra P. Skelly
Miranda L. Smith
Hannah B. Sovacool
Tyler R. Speer

Summa Cum Laude
Emma L. Stanec

Summa Cum Laude
Dmytro D. Stasiouk
Emma N. Stertz
Nathanael L. Stewart
Scott H. Stoner
Jessica M. Storey
Shannon M. Talty
Yanna Telyeten

Magna Cum Laude
Emily B. Toth
Megan O. Uzomba
Sierra N. Vants

Cum Laude
Lazaro A. Villa
Bradford S. Walker
Tyrell D. West
Kimberly R. Wiley

Cum Laude
Abigail C. Williamson
Ariana S. Williamson
Donavan M. Wray
Carley Yontz

bachelor oF arTS  
in anThroPoloGy
Matthew Aguiar
Adrienne M. Hite

Magna Cum Laude

twenty-two twenty-three

Candidates for Master’s Degrees (cont.) Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees

(2)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines



bachelor oF arTS  
in educaTion
Nathan Emerson Barto

Cum Laude
Michael A. Gilmore

Cum Laude
Naquan James
Daniel J. Linder

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin T. Maurer

Cum Laude
Alexander D. McDaniel

Magna Cum Laude
Kaitlin M. Murphy

Cum Laude
Carrie L. Rief

Summa Cum Laude
Kelton N. Ries

Magna Cum Laude
Anthony A. Vitrano
Nicholas Wesolowski

Cum Laude

bachelor oF arTS in 
FaShion merchandiSinG
Gregory J. Gasser
Shonda D. Johnson
Jazzilynn C. Mason
Donnie Provitt II
Jonathon Rassavong
Ada M. Staley
Tasia D. Wynn

bachelor oF arTS in 
mulTidiSciPlinary 
STudieS
Lydia F. Brown

Cum Laude
Natasha Farrow
Savannah L. Hager
Sam O. James
George L. Rice III
Eric G. Thorson
TJ Dillon Vargo
Margaret L. Vomacka

bachelor oF Fine arTS
Samuel W. Bittaker
Kathleen M. Cooke
Alexandria J. Couch(3)

Summa Cum Laude
Jared A. Faust
Shyanna S. Harris
Madelyn L. Jack

Magna Cum Laude
Nicholas J. Norton
Summer M. Patterson

Cum Laude
Jonathon F. Petrow
Chloe J. Redman

Summa Cum Laude
Abigail K. Schulze
Katlyn C. Simpson

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF muSic
Monica A. Lange

Magna Cum Laude
Laura E. Pipo

bachelor oF Science
Alma A. Amawi
Heather A. Barnes

Cum Laude
Jessica L. Bartles

Magna Cum Laude
Endearra A. Brown

Magna Cum Laude
Christopher W. Burge
Allison M. Carpenter
Logan B. Cebula(4)

Cum Laude
Kyndra V. Collins
Samantha K. Cook

Summa Cum Laude
Maeve C. Cox

Cum Laude
Rueben Durkee
Benjamin B. Ellert
Asia A. Everett
Jess Flores
Andrea Franceschi

Cum Laude
Joseph M. Garapic

Cum Laude
Noah L. Gavin
Katelyn E. Glover

Magna Cum Laude
Shyann M. Harvey

Cum Laude
Laura A. Hobbs
Ariel M. Hofer
Jaclyn G. Hooke
Hanneh J. Hope-Taogoshi(3)

Davonte Jest
Sean P. Keane

twenty-four twenty-five

Noah C. King
Summa Cum Laude

Matthew C. Kobus
Lauren J. Kouri

Cum Laude
Hannah J. Lebo

Magna Cum Laude
Laszlo Marsi
Jonah T. Morris

Cum Laude
James Nace
Shaelynn J. Nelson
Austin D. Nestor
Michael E. Njus
Onyinyechi J. Nwagbara
Anthony F. Perretta
Michael V. Piccirilli

Magna Cum Laude
Savannah R. Pickle
Zady Postle
Trevon C. Richardson
Ashleigh N. Sakiewicz
Maguy Esther Salima Kitoko
Austin J. Salter
Sophia Amor C. Santos
Eunice K. Sarpong
Kathleen R. Sears

Summa Cum Laude
Dominic A. Sharrotta

Summa Cum Laude
Vanessa K. Slaughter

Cum Laude
Wilbert I. Sledge III
Adam M. Taranto

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua T. Taylor

Magna Cum Laude
Francesca V. Thurston

Summa Cum Laude
Heather R. Torok

Magna Cum Laude
Chastidy D. Wallace
Jackson P. Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Joseph J. Williams

Magna Cum Laude
Maverick R. Wolf ley
Kirolos W. Zakhary

bachelor oF Science  
in educaTion
Katherine M. Allen

Cum Laude
Jade Barzilla-Gateley

Summa Cum Laude
Ba Bler

Magna Cum Laude
Haley Blough

Cum Laude
Natalee Brodie
Mikayla L. Brown

Summa Cum Laude
Riley A. Camp

Summa Cum Laude
Amanda M. Ciacchi
Jasmine Coppola

Ashley J. Cordi
Cum Laude

Dallas A. Covert
Summa Cum Laude

Madelynne J. DeAngelis
Magna Cum Laude

Rachelle L. Demastus
Cum Laude

Joy C. Farrance
Magna Cum Laude

Hannah M. Finnegan
Summa Cum Laude

Sophia A. Freeman
Magna Cum Laude

Rebecca M. Gasser
Summa Cum Laude

Jenna M. Gissinger
Ashley Gozzard

Magna Cum Laude
John R. Grigson

Magna Cum Laude
Abby L. Helminiak

Magna Cum Laude
Yessenia Hermosa

Cum Laude
Haley S. Hickle

Cum Laude
Kimberly A. Johnson

Magna Cum Laude
Eric F. Kachline

Cum Laude
Chloe A. Kayden

Cum Laude
Alexandra L. Kenney
Alexis K. Kirkman

Summa Cum Laude
Chloe M. Kramer

With Highest Distinction
Gracyn B. Loper

Magna Cum Laude
Morgan N. Marando

Magna Cum Laude
Bethany M. Marcum

Magna Cum Laude
Catherine A. Martin
Hannah Mashek

Cum Laude
Emma L. McCann

Cum Laude
Nicole M. Morrison

Summa Cum Laude
Angela G. Mullen

Cum Laude
Taylor R. Myers

Magna Cum Laude
Kylie E. Nicol

Cum Laude
Elizabeth J. Oman

Summa Cum Laude
Abigail A. Pepper

Summa Cum Laude
Theresa A. Rabbitts
Kelly E. Reece

Magna Cum Laude
Kindra L. Robertson

Summa Cum Laude
Amanda M. Ruda

Magna Cum Laude

Kylie R. Shields
Summa Cum Laude

Matthew D. Slanta
Cum Laude

Sydney J. Sloan
Chelsea N. Stillings

Cum Laude
Diara L. Washington
Anna L. West

Summa Cum Laude
Kasey L. Williams

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science 
in GeoGraPhy 
– GeoGraPhic 
inFormaTion ScienceS
Daniel R. Deuble

bachelor oF Science 
in orGanizaTional 
SuPerviSion
Devan D. Ahart
Christopher M. Alkire

Magna Cum Laude
Timothy William Brunenmeister
Lisa L. Brunton

Magna Cum Laude
Elisabeth M. Bush
Ryan J. Callahan
Tanea L. Cousins
Ja’quize R. Cross
James V. Graziolli II
Darrius Harris
Jacob M. Henderson
Oliver K. Johnson
Matthew L. Leitz
Nyeshja Malone
Nancy Martin

With Distinction
Julia E. Merchant

Cum Laude
James E. O’Brien III
Megan E. Oswald

Cum Laude
Eric D. Pappada
Kadizia L. Rushing
Kevin A. Simpson
Cory Smigel
Keith W. Woodruff

bachelor oF Science 
in PoliTical Science/
criminal JuSTice
Kynthia C. Anderson
Kelli M. Badalich

Magna Cum Laude
Alexander R. Cole
Jeneva J. Edwards
Ellen A. Greene
Kyle J. Sasinka

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

bachelor oF Science 
in auTomaTed 
manuFacTurinG 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Cory A. Gabel

With Highest Distinction
Adam R. Norton
Mark J. Thaxton Jr.

Cum Laude
Gregory Vugrinovich

Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science 
in biomedical 
enGineerinG
Mohammed H. Alyami
Colton M. Kemp

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science  
in civil enGineerinG
Naif Aleidan
Adam Anielski
Wrenn M. Bahn
T’Amor P. Bowman
Andrew G. Gibson
Joseph W. Hendricks Jr.
Abigail M. Hopkins
Ryan P. Kirby
Jacob L. Morrison
Justin P. Rorrer
Basit O. Sanusi

bachelor oF Science in 
comPuTer enGineerinG
Trandon T. Ware

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

(3)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines

(4)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Three Disciplines



bachelor oF Science in 
comPuTer inFormaTion 
SySTemS
Abdullah Abed
Cassidy H. Almady

With Distinction
Alwaleed Alremaih
Troy A. Baker
Jordan R. Baldwin
Jorge Bravo
Fitzgerald Brideweser
Benjamin E. Costley
David C. Faight

With Highest Distinction
Neil P. Finneran
Christopher Friend

With High Distinction
Cyrus Ghaderpour

Summa Cum Laude
Steven Gleason

With Highest Distinction
Ricky Hamed Jr.

With Distinction
Phillip B. Hatfield
Amber D. Long
Fuwei Ma
Marquelle V. McIntyre
Zachary C. Merritt
Aaron J. Mohr
Collin C. Nosek

Cum Laude
Michael J. Raffay
Derrick Rizzo

Cum Laude
Emily C. Robinson

Summa Cum Laude
Mariah T. Salhany
Jonathan M. Scherer

Magna Cum Laude
Adam C. Schneir
Olajuwan Hakeem Maur’lik 

Smith
Ryan Snell
Jeremy J. Stephan
Garrett M. Surman
Aaron B. Swartz

With High Distinction
Tessa L. Tenorio

Magna Cum Laude
Christian Toth

With Highest Distinction
Kevin J. Wentink
Milton E. Weyer IV
McKinley A. Whipkey

Magna Cum Laude
John W. Wooldridge V

bachelor oF Science  
in comPuTer Science
Matthew J. Baron
Joseph M. Cochran

Cum Laude
Brandon D. Freehoffer
Brighid A. Harris
Benjamin I. Hawk

Magna Cum Laude
Jeffrey A. Medvick
Jarrod P. Polen

Cum Laude
Robert P. Rouse
Prakash Shankar
Michelle Vargo

Magna Cum Laude
Nathan W. Wemmer

bachelor oF Science 
in conSTrucTion 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Matthew S. Bennett
James Brandenburg

Summa Cum Laude
Ryann J. Burkheimer

Magna Cum Laude
Cristian Garcia-Soto Sr.
Matthew A. Horning
Kyle J. Perciak
Michael A. Runyon

With Distinction
Mark R. Svetlich

Summa Cum Laude
Joshua R. Tompkins
Christopher Williams II

bachelor oF Science 
in elecTrical 
enGineerinG
Peter N. Okwuosah
Damanjit Singh

bachelor oF Science 
in elecTrical 
and elecTronic 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Ben A. Fitzpatrick
Spencer D. Folk
Dylan J. Mccarley

Cum Laude
Christopher A. Reed

Cum Laude
Timothy T. Sinex
Abriam T. Spencer

bachelor oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG
Mohammed A. Alnemer
Mohammed H. Alyami
Matthew A. Amentini
Mikayla L. Aowad

Magna Cum Laude
Aleksey Y. Averin
Abdulrahman Mahmoud Bedaiwi
Brandon L. Bergdorf
Anthony D. Boccio
Steven Cain
Alec W. Chapman

Cum Laude
John L. Cook
Raymond T. Daniel
Richard D. Desatnik II

Summa Cum Laude
Clarence P. Drope IV
Austin H. Ewell
Kathleen A. George
Hunter M. Gill
Noah E. Glass

Magna Cum Laude
Nathaniel A. Glenaman
Nkemjika L. Ike

Summa Cum Laude
Louis P. Keller
Colton M. Kemp

Summa Cum Laude
Brennan R. Lindsay
Jason P. Mack

Cum Laude
Arthur J. Pamboukis
Tejas Patel
Robert C. Rainey
Richard W. Reding
Hagan V. Reichel
Hannah S. Verbanac
Simona Zdravev

Magna Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science 
in mechanical 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Abdulrahman N. Abanmi

Magna Cum Laude
Mohammed M. Abduljawad
William Cody Newell

Magna Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science in 
SurveyinG and maPPinG
Nicholas A. Keller

College of  
Business Administration
Founded 1953

Interim Dean Susan C. Hanlon

bachelor oF arTS
Bailey S. Castner
Elvira Ochatiouk

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF buSineSS 
adminiSTraTion
David L. Albert III
Joshua I. Archinal

Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer R. Armocida
Spencer G. Bailey
Arif M. Balhareth
Kayla M. Barton
Noah B. Battle
Max E. Benson

Summa Cum Laude
Ryan C. Blacka

Cum Laude
Nathan E. Booth
Curtis M. Brodnan
Kaysha J. Brown Fox
Dustin E. Burkhart

Cum Laude
Benjamin S. Bury
Benjamin A. Carey
Paul M. Collins
Ryan M. Daugherty
Jared T. Davies
Joshua L. Davis
Vincent A. DiGiacomo
Jason Ding(5)

With Highest Distinction
Jennifer A. Durra

Summa Cum Laude
Justin M. Ellis
Victoria L. Everett
Donald J. Fisher
Jacob L. Fisher
Madalyn P. Fissore

Summa Cum Laude
Prince W. Flomo
Logan M. Foerst

Summa Cum Laude
Joe M. Gabbard
Samantha M. Galterio
Adam P. Gielink
Joshua R. Graham
Ryan M. Grauel

Summa Cum Laude
Anicet Habimana
Logan R. Hartzell

Cum Laude
Derek A. Hawley
Anthony R. Heavilin
Thomas L. Hennie

Alexander J. Hickey
Taylor Hickman
Sarah J. Hoffman
Julia Kazar

Magna Cum Laude
Kevin P. Kidd

Cum Laude
Andrew R. Kimberly
Elaine M. King

Summa Cum Laude
Evan R. King

Cum Laude
Amanda L. Kline
David N. Kormushoff
Sara E. Krause
Elizabeth M. Krezman

Cum Laude
Andrew P. Lachina
Kyrsten A. Liming
Veronica A. Lindsey
Benjamin M. Lundt
Kamar A. Majid-Davis
Omar A. Masri
Brianna M. Matras

Cum Laude
Joshua W. McLean
Jared P. Mcmahan
Sarah Q. Meade
Tabitha E. Meers

Summa Cum Laude
Ankrah K. Mensah Jr.
Michael A. Merrill

Cum Laude
Frank N. Montini
Jessica M. Morales
Athena A. Murzda
Marko Ninkovic
Adam R. Nyland
Gregory L. Pajk
James J. Pajk
Lucas J. Pajk
Jarryd T. Palek
Kandrel Peeples
Louis D. Preseren
Collin T. Purcell
Ajay S. Rai
Andrew B. Renner
Joshua J. Rymer
Austin G. Sample
Michael A. Savarino
Jalen C. Saxon
Anna V. Sell
Deep K. Shah
Tracy R. Spaulding
Christian H. Stalter
Daniel B. Strachan

Magna Cum Laude
Caden A. Swisher
Madeline K. Swope
Kayla M. Towne
Max C. Umlauf
Nathan J. Vandyke
Mackenzie V. Vargas

Magna Cum Laude

Joshua T. Ventura
Edward J. Volk
Samuel J. Waller
Benjamin A. Walton

Summa Cum Laude
Jennifer N. Warden

Cum Laude
Kyle P. Whyte
Jonah R. Wieland
Gavin M. Wilson
Jessica T. Wolf

Magna Cum Laude
Jacklyn P. Wolff
Joseph A. Wood(6)

Eric Yetzer
Summa Cum Laude

Charles E. Zauhar

bachelor oF Science  
in accounTinG
Abdullah M. Alzahrani
Tamara Bonds
Mariame B. Conde
Shelby L. Fisher
Kerra L. Fusco

Cum Laude
Laura M. Gasser

Magna Cum Laude
Samuel A. George
Bradley K. Hakim
Matthew C. Hendershot
Ryan N. Hevesi

Magna Cum Laude
Andrea C. Johnson
Evan Kirian
Prem L. Kuikel
Jared E. Kvaka

Summa Cum Laude
Austin A. Ladany
Zachary Lawson
Breanna M. Loreti

Summa Cum Laude
Gurtaj Mangat
Nathaniel R. McClusky
Amanda M. Michaels

Magna Cum Laude
Rachel A. Muckley
Sabrina S. Ratsavong
Bailey K. Sauer

Magna Cum Laude
Lia M. Shoemaker

Magna Cum Laude
Grant M. Simmons
John J. Skeriotis

Cum Laude
Thomas M. Steen

Summa Cum Laude
Kevin Szillat
Mollie N. Van Arsdale
Magdaline E. Yevtukh

Magna Cum Laude

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

twenty-six twenty-seven
(5)  Degree being awarded posthumously

(6)  Separate Baccalaureate Degrees 
in Two Disciplines



twenty-eight twenty-nine

Candidates for Baccalaureate Degrees (cont.)

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

bachelor oF arTS
Caroline P. Bealuk
Orion E. Irwin

Magna Cum Laude
Abigail J. Teske

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF arTS 
in child and Family 
develoPmenT
Azia Rose-Mary Alexander
Donia A. Bland
Kori C. Christopher
Jasmine C. Dixon
Zoe M. Sheppard

Magna Cum Laude
Ashlee R. Stubbs
Jasmine S. Youngblood

Magna Cum Laude

bachelor oF arTS/
Social Work
Cherrelle L. Allen
Sarah M. Ballash

With Highest Distinction
Emily J. Busher-Betancourt

With Highest Distinction
Sara L. Chambers

Cum Laude
Kailyn N. Chastain

Summa Cum Laude
Christiana G. Dawson
Tabitha M. Dills
Shatela R. Evans

Magna Cum Laude
Kristen Geiser

Cum Laude
Brenda Guzman

With Highest Distinction
Kaycie J. Merkel

With Highest Distinction
Chimere L. Moon

With High Distinction
Bryana N. Neal
Olivia Peer
Rebecca L. Salapack

With Highest Distinction
Heavenly J. Saylor
Angela R. Smith

With Distinction
Laura N. Smith

Cum Laude
Jackie M. Storey

With Highest Distinction
E’Shea S. Strong
Trisha S. Thompson
Christopher Truxall

With High Distinction
Linda K. Wolbert

With Highest Distinction

bachelor oF arTS in 
SPeech – lanGuaGe 
PaTholoGy and 
audioloGy
Theresa A. Duff

Summa Cum Laude
Allison C. Reece

Summa Cum Laude

bachelor oF Science in 
comPuTer inFormaTion 
SySTemS
Chase A. Carrick
John S. Marks IV

bachelor oF Science  
in dieTeTicS
Allison N. Cantrall

bachelor oF Science  
in educaTion
Joseph T. Bartinelli
Macadam R. Bess

Cum Laude
Paul M. Boyle
Gregory R. Cook
David N. Egbo
Jackson A. Hankins
Patrick R. Michel
Brett E. Mudd

Magna Cum Laude
Anthony M. Paul
Bryce J. Petersen
Jason L. Ratliff
Hanna Risaliti
Adrian A. Smith

Cum Laude
Vance Thompson

bachelor oF Science 
in emerGency 
manaGemenT and 
homeland SecuriTy
Cavan L. Ferguson
Justin T. Halter

Summa Cum Laude
Paige E. Herron

Summa Cum Laude
Jacob J. Mothersbaugh

Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer L. Oleksy

Cum Laude
William W. Rudibaugh

Summa Cum Laude
Glenn R. Southerland
Logan D. Steel

bachelor oF Science  
in exerciSe Science
Natalie A. Barnett

Magna Cum Laude
Jacob B. Berg

Magna Cum Laude
Benjamin J. Bruggeman
Christopher M. Byers

Magna Cum Laude
Jenna Carr

Cum Laude
Ronald Z. Dinishak

Cum Laude
Alexandria P. Donato
Yousef K. Elkurd

Magna Cum Laude
Logan S. Green

Summa Cum Laude
Hallie R. Herchek

Cum Laude
Kera J. Kaufman

Summa Cum Laude
Olivia M. Ku

Cum Laude
Alexis R. Lincoln
Dylan T. Meeks

Magna Cum Laude
Leah N. Menegos

Magna Cum Laude
Jasmine M. Roberts
Sydney A. Schermond

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah J. Schnupp

Magna Cum Laude
Cierra E. Terrizzi

Cum Laude
Clare Toole

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha White

bachelor oF 
Science in Food and 
environmenTal 
nuTriTion
Allison N. Cantrall
Molly A. Dennis
Greer A. Henry

bachelor oF Science  
in nurSinG
Pai-Ling N. Allen-Truitt

With Distinction
Carla L. Beck
Natalie R. Burke

With Highest Distinction
Yin-Fang Chen

With Highest Distinction
Kayla C. Devine

With Highest Distinction
Lauren A. Fallada

With Distinction
Corey Fellows

With Highest Distinction
Thomas M. Finegan

With Highest Distinction
Sara E. Fredricks

Cum Laude
Paul Gilmore

With Distinction
Emily A. Gorzelanczyk

Cum Laude
Lisa Marie Hess-Plut

With Distinction
Melissa D. Horrisberger

Magna Cum Laude
Christina N. Huntington
Hannah M. Kahook
Laurel L. Kennedy

With Highest Distinction
Augusstda R. Klein
Jacqueline E. Maracz

Cum Laude
Tammie J. Marks
Megan L. Mccroskey
Angela S. Milum

With Highest Distinction
Rachele M. Missella

With Distinction
Tiffany S. Moore
Leslie A. Mullen
Adam C. Naumoff
May Nye
Taylor J. Raybuck

Cum Laude
Ekaterina Rogers

Samantha D. Russell
With High Distinction

Sierra L. Shaw
Magna Cum Laude

Sara Slanina
Jami L. Smith

Cum Laude
Maria Sokol

With Highest Distinction
Amy Totin

With High Distinction
Cierra Walker
Kelly K. Watson-Nanni
Heather Welch

With Highest Distinction
Ariana S. Williamson
Danielle N. Wilson
Lauren R. Windham

Summa Cum Laude
Katharine E. Wobser
Jessica V. Wright

With High Distinction
Gabriella Zaremba

Cum Laude
Xiufen Zhang
Leah Ziegman
Chaya R. Zigun

With Highest Distinction

bachelor oF Science in 
reSPiraTory TheraPy
Aqdar H. Al Marhoon

Magna Cum Laude
Zahra A. Aldhamin

Cum Laude
Wafa R. AlMuallim

Magna Cum Laude



Candidates for Associate Degrees

thirty

Buchtel College  
of Arts and Sciences
Founded 1870

Acting Dean Joe R. Urgo

aSSociaTe oF  
aPPlied buSineSS in 
buSineSS manaGemenT 
TechnoloGy
Robert B. Hoobler

With Distinction
Matthew L. Leitz
Joshua C. Ressler

With Distinction

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in hoSPiTaliTy 
manaGemenT
Crystal A. Constable

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in markeTinG 
and SaleS TechnoloGy
Izak R. Farrington

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in criminal 
JuSTice STudieS
Brooke M. Eitner

With Distinction
Eduard Manu

aSSociaTe oF 
aPPlied Science in 
ParaProFeSSional 
educaTion
Eric F. Kachline

With High Distinction
Angela G. Mullen

With Distinction

aSSociaTe oF arTS
Emily A. Cavin

With High Distinction
David J. Connor
Rodney L. Dennis
Avery R. Erbland
Darion Ferrell
Kristen Geiser

With Distinction
Austin N. Golden
Terry Lee Kovac
Karissa L. Maibach
Benjamin T. Maurer

With Distinction
Justin P. Miller
La’Priqe L. Stembridge
Crysjawn Waters
Jenna M. Wright

aSSociaTe oF Science
Daniel Boswell

With Distinction
Kelli E. Burrier
Brianna M. Chaffin

With High Distinction
Justin D. Flack

With High Distinction
Matthew P. Gladden
Ryan C. Isaacson
Atalanta E. Kelsey

With Highest Distinction
Andrew Mattingly
Adam C. Naumoff
Ann E. Stoller

With Highest Distinction
Benjamin A. Walton

With Highest Distinction

aSSociaTe oF  
Technical STudieS
Jasmine E. Willoughby

College of Engineering 
and Polymer Science
Founded 1914

Interim Dean  
Craig C. Menzemer

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
buSineSS in comPuTer 
inFormaTion SySTemS
Cody A. Anderson

With Distinction
Tangela T. Brewer
Tzviah Dank(7)

With High Distinction
Rhys D. Edwards
LeSean D. Folmar Jr.
Zachary C. Merritt
Brandon T. Taylor

With Distinction
Kevin J. Wentink
McKinley A. Whipkey

With High Distinction

aSSociaTe oF 
aPPlied Science 
in conSTrucTion 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Matthew S. Bennett
Scott T. Hopkins
Michael A. Runyon

With Distinction
Joshua J. Rymer
Joshua R. Tompkins

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in elecTrical 
and elecTronic 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Abriam T. Spencer

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in advanced 
manuFacTurinG 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Stephen E. Mitocky
Andrew J. Richardson

With Highest Distinction

aSSociaTe oF aPPlied 
Science in mechanical 
enGineerinG 
TechnoloGy
Cody R. Boyce
Daniel D. Gabel
Noah A. Hedrick

With High Distinction
Logan R. Morris
Daniel L. Mundy

With Highest Distinction
Christian J. Ondarza
Sylwester A. Robakowski
Anthony J. Whyle

thirty-one

College of  
Health Professions
Founded 2012

Acting Dean  
Timothy M. McCarragher

aSSociaTe oF  
aPPlied Science in 
emerGency medical 
ServiceS TechnoloGy
Cody M. Duncan
Stacie A. Frabotta

aSSociaTe oF 
aPPlied Science in 
Fire ProTecTion 
TechnoloGy
Gino V. Davis

(7)  Separate Associates Degrees 
in Two Disciplines



thirty-two

Graduation  
With Distinction
To graduate with distinction, 
students must have maintained 
specified levels of academic 
achievement directly related 
to quality points earned for all 
 undergraduate courses taken.  
The maximum quality point ratio 
possible is 4.00.
To qualify for these honors 
 distinctions, students must be 
receiving a baccalaureate degree, 
having earned a minimum  
of 60 credits at The University of 
Akron; or an associate degree or 
baccalaureate degree,  having com-
pleted a minimum of 30  credits at 
The University of Akron.
The honors levels for each group 
are described as follows.

Baccalaureate  
Honors Designation
60 or more credits earned

Summa Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
Magna Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
Cum Laude— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Associate or Baccalaureate 
Honors Designation
30 or more credits earned

With Highest Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.80 to 4.00
With High Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.60 to 3.79
With Distinction— 
quality point ratio of 3.40 to 3.59

Graduation With Honors

Williams Honors Scholars
Williams Honors Scholars 
have completed the graduation 
requirements of their baccalaure-
ate majors and of the Williams 
Honors College with cumula-
tive quality point ratios of at 
least 3.40. The Williams Honors 
College encourages and assists 
exceptionally talented students 
to achieve high distinction in 
academic work from freshman 
through senior levels and  fosters 
respect and appreciation for 
superior intellectual  achievement. 
Williams Honors Scholars have 
completed honors courses, an 
honors colloquium sequence and 
individually designed senior  
honors projects.
Firdous F. Ali
Mikayla L. Aowad
Nathan Emerson Barto
Logan B. Cebula
Samantha K. Cook
Kenzie Delposen
Richard D. Desatnik II
Theresa A. Duff
Garrett M. Fleming 
Sara E. Fredricks
Noah E. Glass
Danae M. Greco
Logan S. Green
Ryan N. Hevesi
Colton M. Kemp
Stephanie N. Kieke 
Elaine M. King
Jared E. Kvaka
Daniel J. Linder
Jason P. Mack
Alexander D. McDaniel
Natalie A. Mitchell 
Brendan J. Mohan
Marisa N. Mostar
Madeline R. Myers
David R. Priebe
Kyle T. Reynolds
Sydney A. Schermond
Tyler R. Speer
Yanna Telyeten
Lauren R. Windham
Timothy D. Zatkos 
Simona Zdravev

Distinguished Students
The Distinguished Student 
Program recognizes and 
encourages excellence 
among  academically  talented 
students at Wayne College. 
Distinguished Students have 
 com pleted their degree studies 
and the requirements of the 
Distinguished Student Program 
with a cumulative quality point 
ratio of at least 3.40. 
Jennifer N. Warden


